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Vested interests blocking road safety bill: Gadkari
TNN | Oct 6, 2015, 05.53AM IST

NEW DELHI: Struggling to push the proposed road transport and safety bill, highways minister
Nitin Gadkari on Monday blamed "vested interest" groups for obstructing this key legislation that
focuses on transparency and computerization. 

"Despite our best efforts the bill, which we made could not be introduced in Parliament. This is a
problem for us. The law falls under the concurrent list and both state governments and the Centre
have rights. Different lobbies are there who are opposing the bill," he said while addressing a
conference on road safety organized by International Road Federation. 

The minister said that the proposed law will put the entire system on IT interface and will help
eradicate corruption. "The bill will take care of driving licenses and there are other things...vested
interest are trying to obstruct this Act. We will implement it effectively," he said. 
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In fact, the bill proposes to put the entire system of issuing driving licenses and permits online
without any human intervention. It also provisions CCTV based traffic monitoring system in big
cities besides other reforms. Some of the states have also recorded their reservation against some
of the provisions in the bill alleging that these would compromise administrative and financial
rights of state governments. 

Soon after taking charge of the ministry Gadkari had announced that he would stop "lakshmi
darshan" (bribing) in RTOs. Discriminatory issuing of licenses and without proper tests is one of
the main reasons behind growing number of road crashes in the country. 

IRF chairman K K Kapila said that with 80% of all road deaths worldwide estimated in low
income countries, India accounts for the highest (10%) of global road crash deaths. 

Stay updated on the go with Times of India News App. Click here to download it for your device.
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Red Hunt • 8526 16474 more points needed to reach next level. Know more about Times
Points • Planet Earth • 22 days ago

City roads are not marked so drivers cannot (and will not) follow lane practice. India has
now got multi­lane highways somehow someone taught our drivers that they HAVE TO
drive occupying both lanes partially. And, there is that guy who is driving wrong way in a
highway. Accidents happen due to carelessness and lack of self­discipline while driving!
Drunkards are not the cause for majority of fatalities ­ careless driving is!!!!
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Many of my friends never visited driving school or RTO to get the license. It was home­
delivered like pizza being delivered to us!
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Indians very special at treating guest at their house, we are having really big heart, but once
we are in road everybody is our enemies, driver's behaving like demon's, driver's not only
kills themselves, they will jeopardise entire families life, for stupid mistakes called SPEED.
As a driver I understood this secret, that is our amazing motor manufacturer low standard
quality products, and Indian road is fit for 80 kmph to may be 90, but nowadays everybody
want drive at 140 kmph speed, sense less, ... Read More
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Except the NHs what is in your jurisdiction Mr. Gadkari? The internal roads and the
licensing authority and the transport permits everything is a state subject, then why your
ministry is trying to interfere in that? You better work for maximising the NHs and thats all.
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we all know Congis would oppose this....but please make our travel safer
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