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RTO to launch three-month road safety campaign

TNN | Oct 11, 2015, 09.36AM IST

KOLHA: The regional transport office (RTO) has decided to start a three-month road safety
awareness campaign in Kolhapur, Sangli and Satara from November 1.

The first-of-its-kind initiative is aimed at creating awareness among youngsters. The RTO has
already received support from the Shivaji University in this regard. The authorities are planning to
reach out to at least one lakh vehicle owners with the help of colleges, National Cadet Corps (NCC)
and National Service Scheme (NSS).

The university will provide a platform to the RTO to start the campaign in around 270 colleges
spread in three districts where 27,000 students have enrolled this year. The authorities will come
up with a team of communicators within the department to present the campaign before the
students in an effective manner.
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"This is the first such exercise. We have been celebrating the road safety fortnight from January 1
to 15 since the last four years. However, we wanted to expand our reach beyond these 15 days. We
approached the university with the concept and vice-chancellor Devanand Shinde extended
valuable support. I think targeting young drivers is the best way to assure road safety," Laxman
Darade, regional transport officer (Kolhapur), told TOI.

The RTO is preparing a 150-minute participatory programme for the students wherein the officers
will deliver road safety message using multimedia tools. The office is mulling to reach out to the
colleges in the city as well as taluka places.

"The road safety issue is not city specific. The increasing vehicular population across the districts
indicates that rural areas urgently require awareness on road safety. The way of penalising errant
drivers is often used. Now, we are adding a sustainable awareness campaign to ensure road
safety," Darade said.

Both the RTO and the university have decided to stress on the need for driving skills among girls.
In July, the university started a motor driving training school under the national skill set
development programme. It has provided small cars to 42 colleges to start training schools.
During the campaign, the RTO officials will visit these schools to ensure that maximum number of
girls are taking part and learning driving effectively.

"We expect maximum people to learn driving. If we can tell students about the best driving skills,
it will help reduce traffic rule violations and accidents," said Rameshchandra Kharade, assistant
regional transport officer.
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In Kolhapur city, the traffic department has noticed several cases of signal jumping and zebra
crossing violations despite imposing penalties on the drivers. In the last 10 months, the police
have booked more than 1000 people, most of them bikers for jumping signals. The awareness
campaign launched by city traffic department in June-July had seen decline in such cases.

Stay updated on the go with Times of India News App. Click here to download it for your device.

Recommended By Colombia

Recent Messages (0)
Comment for this article has been closed

We have sent you a verification email. To verify, just follow the link in the message

THE TIMES OF INDIA
Powered by INDIATIMES

About us

Advertise with us

Terms of Use and Grievance Redressal Policy

Privacy policy

Feedback

RSS

Newsletter

TOI Mobile

ePaper

Sitemap

Archives



10/28/2015 RTO to launch three-month road safety campaign - The Times of India

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kolhapur/RTO-to-launch-three-month-road-safety-campaign/articleshow/49307552.cms 3/3

Other Times Group news sites
The Economic Times

   | ઈકોનોિમક ટાઈ�સ
Pune Mirror | Bangalore Mirror
Ahmedabad Mirror | ItsMyAscent
Education Times | Brand Capital
Mumbai Mirror | Times Now
Indiatimes |   

   | �ಜಯ ಕ��ಟಕ
Go Green | NavGujarat Samay

Living and entertainment
Timescity | iDiva | Entertainment | Zoom
Luxpresso | Gadget Reviews
| Online Songs

Interest Network
itimes

Hot on the Web
World | Politics
Business | Sports
Entertainment
New Cars
Xiaomi Mobile
Motorola Mobile

Services
Book print ads | Online shopping
Matrimonial | Astrology | Jobs | Tech Community | Property | Buy car
Bikes in India | Free Classifieds | Send money to India | Used Cars
Restaurants in Delhi | Movie Show Timings in Mumbai | Remit to India | Buy
Mobiles
Listen Songs | Real Estate Developers | Hindi News

Copyright © 2014 Bennett, Coleman & Co. Ltd. All rights reserved. For reprint rights: Times Syndication Service


